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Erythropoietic Protoporphyria, Harold Baart de 
la Faille . Oosthoek, Scheltema and Holkema, 
Utrecht , 1975. (165 pp text , 50 pp illustra-
tions; Dfl 75. $34) 
Since its definitive description in 1961 by I. A. 
Magnus and his co-workers (Lancet 2:448, 1961) , 
erythropoietic protoporphyria (EPP) has aroused 
the curiosity and the interest of clinicians and 
investigators alike and has received widespread 
attention in spite of its relatively infrequent occur-
rence as an autosomal dominant disorder of por-
phyrin metabolism. Within the past 15 years 
several original articles and reviews describing 
innumerable cases of EPP have appeared that 
have defined the clinical and histopathologic fea-
tures of the disease, outlined biochemical mech-
anisms of overproduction of protoporphyrins, de-
lineated action spectrum of photosensitivity reac-
tions , and established treatment regimens for the 
amelioration of cutaneous photo ensitivity reac-
tions. This book represents a similar attempt on 
the part of the author to review EPP as a clinical 
entity and to present his own experimental work 
and interpretations on certain aspects of cutaneous 
photosensitivity reactions and the pathogenesis of 
alteration of the vessels caused by the impact of 
sunlight or artificial light on the skin . 
This 165-page text includes 15 chapters which 
are sequentially divided into four parts. 50 black 
and white figure with carefully written legends, 
and seven tables . Nearly 140 pages are devoted to 
the author ' ~ experimental work . Part I (Chapters 
I- V) deals with a literature survey pertinent to the 
experimental work of the author and includes 
descriptions of the clinical features of the disease 
EPP, the biochemical factor that regulate the 
biosynthesis of haem and the production of por-
phyrins. Part II (Chapters VI- IX) covers the mate-
rials and methods for the experimental work pre-
sented in the book. Part III (Chapters X- XIV) 
include the results of phototesting and the histo-
chemical, immunochemical. and electron micro-
scopic investigations of the biopsie obtained from 
17 patients with EPP and controls including nor-
mal volunteers and patients with porphyria cuta-
nea tarda, solar urticaria , and prurigo solaris . Part 
IV includes the discus ion and the summary of the 
experimental results . Although Dr. de la Faille 
claims that he has made no attempt to present a 
complete survey of the vast amount of literature on 
53 
BOOK REVIEWS 
Kenneth A. Arndt. M.D. 
Book Review Editor 
EPP, it is apparent that he has made every 
attempt to present a comprehensive and balanced 
account of EPP. The most interesting information 
in this book includes the serial histopathologic , 
histochemical , and electron-microscopic observa-
tions of the biopsies obtained at various intervals 
after irradiation which, interestingly. reveal that 
the subepidermal capillaries appear to be the 
earliest targets of the impinging photons that lead 
to the occurrence of endothelial gaps as early as 
one-half to one hour after irradiation and cause 
subsequent leakage of the amorphous substance 
that histologically is recognized as eosinophilic 
PAS-positive, hyaline material around the papil-
lary vessels. 
Although this book is intended to be of interest 
to dermatologists and clinicians, it offers little for 
the practicing physician. It will certainly satisfy 
the curiosity of the knowledge-hungry histopa-
thologist , immunologist, electron micro copist, 
photobiologist, or a resident trainee in dermatol-
ogy. The book lacks an index and it is surprising 
that the author did not include a few clinical 
pictures of EPP to arouse the interest of the 
readers . The author has attempted to analyze his 
experimental observations very systematically; 
however, not all the concepts and the hypotheses 
that are offered are convincing or necessarily true . 
At times the text is too repetitious and verbose. 
The author engages in too much speculation and , 
in certain instances, disregards fundamental as-
pects of molecular biology and photobiology . 
Despite the imperfections related to the specula-
tive interpretations of the experimental observa-
tions, the author has made a concerted attempt to 
bring the text on EPP as up-to-date as po ible and 
the book should be considered as a useful reference 
book on EPP both for clinical researchers and 
photo biologists interested in understanding the 
pathogenesis of the disea e. 
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Atopic Dermatitis, Georg Rajka. W. B. Saunders 
Co .. Philadelphia, 1975. (165 pp, $22.50) 
Thi is a small but comprehensive monograph on 
atopic dermatitis . It consists of ten chapters: 1. 
History and Terminology: 2. The Clinical Aspects 
of Atopic Dermatitis; 3. Itch in Atopic Dermatitis; 
4. Histopathological and Laboratory Findings; 5. 
